Robert Godman

Abigail's Video Diary

for Wind Orchectra

dedicated to Lloyd Moore



Abigail's Video Diary
for Wind Orchestra

Abigail's Video Diary is the fourth of a group of works developed from a short String
Quartet {Abigail's Party} the composer wrote in the summer of 1992. The original
Abigail's Party is of course a Mike Leigh play broadcast on BBC television in the
1970's. The characters find themselves grouped together whilst Abigail enjoys her
party at an unseen {(although not unheard) venue. The party we see shows the
characters speaking repeatedly, hearing but rarely listening, weaving around each
others quite extreme personalities to produce a volatile mixture of dialogue.

Abigail has been given a camcorder! New to the format, she sneaks in and out of
peoples lives and private conversations. Not everyone likes being on camera. Later,
she edits her soundbites to a give a balanced, unbalanced evenly matched, shaky,
egalitarian, politically incorrect, irrational, reasonable, unprejudiced, biased,
dependable, intermittent, proportional, uneven and adjusted snapshot of life.
Carefully, she cuts {sensors and protects}, copies and pastes to create the story..... -
as she sees it!

Score in C
Ensemble Performance Duration - 7'30"
3 Flutes (all d. Piccolos)
3 Oboes

Eb Clarinet

4 Bb Hat Clarinets

Eb Alto Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto Saxophone

Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone
2 Bassoons

Abigail's Video Diary is dedicated to Lioyd Moore

4 Horns In F

4 Bb Trumpets

2 Tenor Trombones (2nd with F plug)

Bass Trombone {(double piug)

Euphoniunt

2 Tubas

String Bass

Percussion (2 players) - HT Snare Drum and 4 un-tuned metal pipes (hand made 3 cm width and between 30 ¢m and 80 cm long)

© Robert Godman September 1996
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